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A century ago when BCA was launched, the goal was to 
venture outback beyond the established towns, to people 
the churches seldom reached through our usual parish 
ministries. The not so tiny country towns generally had 
a set of three or four protestant churches all managing 
to support their (fairly low paid) minister. A typical BCA 
mission however would be based in a smaller town and 
reach out in all directions to other villages, properties and 
isolated homesteads. 

This past century has meant big changes in the bush. The 
flight to the cities was serious after World War I, reversed in the 
depression, then resumed in earnest after World War II. Towns 
with several different denominational ministers in 1919 today 
are often down to one or two and their future looks as bleak as 
that of their last bank branch.

On the other hand three types of growth have come to the 
bush. Significant mining towns have mushroomed beside huge 
iron ore or coal deposits. Attractive coastal towns have doubled 
and doubled again with retirees and tourists. The big (usually 
inland) regional cities have boomed with new suburbs. Total 
rural and regional numbers keep growing but rural dioceses 
are battling. The need to maintain ministry in severely shrinking 
towns while at the same time trying to initiate congregations in 
new housing areas beside our cities, is often just too hard for 
our country dioceses. Enter BCA. 

For fifty years we have enabled good ministry in big mining 
communities where rapid turnover of population guarantees 
the churches will never be self-supporting. More and more 
we support clusters of shrinking towns with leaders who also 
discover and train local leaders aiming at a group of competent 
leaders. We also send church planters into some new growth 
areas in the expectation of setting up a self-sustaining ministry 
in as short a time as is sensible. 

Bush Church Aid’s modus operandi has changed dramatically 
– while the good news and our dependence on prayer are 
absolutely changeless.

David Crain 
BCA Interim National Director  
(March 2019 – August 2019)

Editorial
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Who am I? That the Lord of all the 
earth, would care to know my name? 
(‘Who Am I’ by Casting Crowns)

The opening lyrics of this song by 
Casting Crowns are what came to my mind 
when I was asked to write my first article 
for The Real Australian. Firstly, because I 
was asked to write about who I am, and 
secondly because of the truth that this  
song explores.

So who am I? I often say I am just a 
‘country preacher’ but that wouldn’t tell 
the whole story. I was born in Sydney and 
lived there until I left school and moved 
to Armidale in New South Wales to study. 
My first encounter of living in the country 
caused me to joke that I was ‘born in the 
wrong spot.’ 

At St Mark’s Chapel UNE I had numerous 
ministry opportunities which led to my 
appointment as the youth worker at Moree 
Anglican Church. There I met the most 
gorgeous music teacher and within 12 
months Karen and I were married. It was 
also in Moree that I worked for a number of 
years as a farmhand on cotton properties. 
Eventually Karen and I moved to Sydney for 
my theological studies and it was here that 
our first son Jon was born. 

Before long this ‘ex-tractor driver’ 
was back in the country, ordained in 
the Armidale Diocese and appointed as 
the Vicar of Collarenebri. ‘Colly’ had a 
population of 500, and it was the town, 
the church and of course the people, that 
shaped so much of my passion for country 
ministry. It was here that our second son 
Matt was born.

Four years later we moved to the Parish 
of Guyra, another rural parish, and served 
for six years. Then it was time for regional 
living, moving to Victoria to be the Rector 

Just who am I? 

Karen & Greg Harris
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Just who am I? 

of South East Bendigo. In the Diocese of 
Bendigo I was also privileged to serve as 
Archdeacon and Vicar General, the chaplain 
of Girton Grammar School, and represent 
the Diocese at a provincial and national 
level. I am still a member of the Standing 
Committee of General Synod.

Importantly, it was during those 12 
years in Bendigo that our boys grew up 
and finished school. Jon is now married to 
Eilannin and Matt is engaged to Rachel. 

One consistent focus for me in each of 
the places I have served has been a passion 
for mission and particularly the work of 
BCA. I have no other way of describing it 
but to say, ‘I always had a soft spot for BCA’ 
that I couldn’t fully explain. This is why it 
seemed so humorous to me when I was 
asked to consider the role of BCA  
National Director. 

I initially balked at the idea but soon 
recognised that God had been putting the 
jigsaw pieces together over so many years. 
These jigsaw pieces include my experience 
of both the city and the country, familiarity 
with both a tractor cab and a boardroom, 
and being comfortable in either boots and 
jeans or suit and tie. More importantly, a 
growing passion for country ministry and its 
people all combined with this unexplained 
‘soft spot’ for BCA. Isn’t it funny how God 
works like that? 

So that is the first part of my answer to 
‘Who am I?” Yet the previously mentioned 
song lyrics hint that there is something 
much more significant to who I am. 

In my final years of high school the 
good news of Jesus ‘clicked for me.’ As the 
chorus of ‘Who am I’ so succinctly puts it; I 
realised that it was…

Not because of who I am, But because of 
what you’ve (Jesus) done, And not because 
of what I’ve done, But because of who you 
(Jesus) are.

I suddenly realised it was all about grace 
and that realisation changed everything for 
me, both now and forever. 

Hence, my hope for rural, regional and 
remote parts of Australia is that God might 
graciously use us, BCA supporters and Field 
Staff alike, so that people across this great 
country might know who they are in and 
through this grace of Christ. 

In this centenary year I know I walk in 
the big shoes of my predecessors all the way 
back to SJ Kirkby – another Bendigo boy. 
So this ex-tractor driving, country preacher 
would value your prayers. Pray that I might 
indeed have the ‘grace, grit and gumption’ 
needed to go the distance.

Greg Harris

In this centenary 
year I know I walk in 
the big shoes of my 
predecessors all the 
way back to SJ Kirkby 
– another Bendigo 
boy. So this ex-tractor 
driving, country 
preacher would value 
your prayers. Pray 
that I might indeed 
have the ‘grace, grit 
and gumption’ needed 
to go the distance
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A unique bush town

After five years serving the community 
of Exmouth, last month the Nicol family 
moved to take on the BCA-funded 
ministry in Karratha. Here Frank tells us 
why Exmouth is so unique...

Exmouth is a bush town. We’re a small 
community, 2500 locals. When you go 
down to the shops you feel like you know 
everyone. We’re isolated, 1250 kilometres 
from Perth, 370 kilometres from the next 
town. The kids of this town learn from a 
young age, you can whinge but the car 
must go on. And we’re surrounded by the 
bush. Dirt, dust, cattle stations, cows, sheep, 
roos and emus, you’ll see it all on the way 
here. But we are a unique bush town. We’re 
situated on a peninsula that juts out into the 
Indian Ocean. Sandy beaches surround us on 
three sides teeming with wildlife – turtles, 
dugongs, whale sharks and coral reefs. In 
the winter our streets are filled with people 
from all over Australia seeking to enjoy this 
amazing creation that God has given us. 
We stand in the middle as a church trying 
to point people to the one who made it all 
through His son Jesus Christ. 

Bush Church Aid has been partnering 
with us for the last five years helping us 
proclaim the gospel in this unique part of 
the world. Like many other churches, in 
May this year we went bush to celebrate 
this partnership. The fire was lit in a dry 
river bed. The kids threw rocks and explored 
caves. If the flies were included in the head 
count, millions turned out for the day, they 
were truly horrendous! But we enjoyed the 
BBQ none the less and as the sun set the 
small group of us, pictured here, prayed. We 
all chose a state and using the regular prayer 
notes we prayed for gospel work around 
this county. It was a very simple event and 
made me think we should have more cruisy 
Sunday nights like this, eating food around 
the campfire and praying for the gospel to 
go out across our country.

Thanks BCA for your partnership with 
churches all around this country. May God 
continue to use this organisation to reach 
rural Australians with the message of a God 
who loves them and sent His son to die for 
their sins. 

Frank Nicol
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Vale our dear friend Bruce Chapman

Our dear brother in Christ, colleague and 
much loved member of the BCA family, 
Bruce Chapman lost his battle with 
melanoma on Monday 7 May 2019. While 
our hearts are heavy especially for Jodi, 
Matthew, Laura, Felicity and Oliver, we 
take comfort in the assurance that God 
took him to glory and welcomed him 
home as a good and faithful servant. 

When Bruce visited the BCA National 
Office in February after ending his treatment 
he recorded a video where he wanted to 
assure his supporters, that while he was 
waiting for our heavenly father to call him 
home, that wasn’t a hopeless thing as he 
had his trust in the risen Lord Jesus. Bruce 
shared from Colossians 2 as he found these 
words an encouragement throughout his 
Christian life – Just as you received Christ 
Jesus as Lord, continue to live in Him, rooted 
and built up in Him, strengthened in the 
faith you were taught and overflowing with 
thankfulness…..

Bruce’s life was celebrated at services in 
Darwin (May) and Sydney (June). In Sydney, 
Laura and Oliver shared memories of their 
Dad: “I never realised how lucky I was 
to have such amazing parents who took 
me to church every week and loved me 
unconditionally,“ said Laura. “And I’m sorry I 
didn’t get to spend more time with my Dad, 
but I’m so grateful for every opportunity 
and moment that we had.” Oliver’s fond 
memories made those in attendance laugh, 
especially when he told everyone that Bruce 
was like the good cop/bad cop character in 
the Lego movie: “Sometimes he would be 
angry and scary and other times he would 
be happy and friendly.”

Carly and Larissa Simpkins spoke about 
their days in Bruce’s youth group in Darwin: 

“Bruce’s motto for youth group was to keep 
it simple, build relationships and read the 
Bible,” said Carly. The most important thing 
to know about Bruce according to Larissa 
“was his focus on God’s big plans and 
purposes for us and spreading that good 
news to everyone.”

Jodi, Matthew, Laura, Felicity and 
Oliver would like to thank you for 
your prayers and support for both 
Bruce and us over during our last 11 
years as BCA Field Staff and especially 
these last three years since Bruce was 
diagnosed with melanoma. We have 
found it a privilege to be part of the 
BCA family and especially the prayer 
support that comes with it. We are 
overwhelmed with the expressions 
of love and care for us during these 
last days. We pray for you and us to 
be encouraged by Bruce’s example 
to keep serving and trusting in Jesus 
Christ our Lord and Saviour each day.
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Centenary celebrations

100 years, what a milestone, what a celebration! Right across the country in 
churches in small country towns, and cathedrals and churches in big ones, 100 
years of BCA was celebrated on Sunday 26 May. 

It was exactly 100 years to the day that a small group of ministers and lay people 
gathered to start this organisation with the mission to spread the gospel right across the 
country. We thank God for His goodness and graciousness to us this past century and 
we look towards the next 100 years with confidence. We hope you enjoy some pictorial 
highlights from the day. 
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Centenary celebrations
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Reinvigorating ministry in  
the ‘new bush’

Concluding our ministry at 
Strathfieldsaye is a complex process. We 
should be used to that because the BCA 
supported Anglican-Uniting cooperation 
has been complex since its first steps in 
2009–10 and every week since. 

In 2010 while I was a final year student 
at Ridley Melbourne, we were asked “Ever 
heard of a place called Strathfieldsaye?” (the 
answer was no). We then began the process 
of BCA Field Staff selection and preparation, 
ordination preparation, moving to this place 
called Strathfieldsaye, and learning about 
the Uniting Church at the same time. A 
priority was to develop a BCA supporter and 
Link Parish base, without whom the ministry 
at Strathfieldsaye may not have survived.

One of the most common questions 
we heard was “How is this a BCA centre? 
There is no red dust in sight!”. And it’s true, 
Strathfieldsaye is very close to the large 
regional centre of Bendigo, only two hours 
from Melbourne, and there is no red dust. 
But BCA is not just about red dust, but 
about gospel proclamation to all Australians. 
The outback towns need to hear of Jesus 
Christ, crucified and risen, and so do the 

new bush towns where the church has 
struggled to adapt to tree-changers (and 
sea-changers).

With BCA support, the combined 
congregations have formed one church 
that is present and active within this 
community. The church is actively working 
towards reducing the financial support from 
BCA and developing new opportunities 
in Strathfieldsaye and the surrounding 
districts, serving and declaring the good 
news of Jesus. Without Bush Church Aid’s 
involvement, it is likely that the fast-growing 
Strathfieldsaye township may have drifted 
into gospel wilderness, with no active local 
church community.

As Vanessa and I look back on the joys 
and struggles, the successes and failures, we 
have much to be grateful for. Our faith and 
prayer life have deepened as we navigated 
the complexities, the politics and the 
mundane of ministry life. God has shown 
up in surprising places and in unexpected 
people. Plans that we thought were a 
‘sure thing’ fell to pieces. Consequently, 
our identity in Christ and being children of 
God has been our foundation regardless of 
highlights and lowlights.
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Reinvigorating ministry in  
the ‘new bush’

Another common question we are asked is “will 
the Strathfieldsaye cooperation continue?”. That’s 
a good question, and our answer is “we hope so”. 
The cooperation needs constant attention as the two 
denominations attend to cultural and legal changes 
differently. On the ground the congregation genuinely 
loves the Lord Jesus, each other and the local community, 
and is growing in spirit and in number. There is optimism 
in the church with numerous opportunities presenting 
themselves in the last twelve months.

And this is one of the reasons it is time for us to 
conclude in Strathfieldsaye. The work of bringing together 
two struggling, diverse congregations into one church 
is done. The foundation is set, and it is time for a new 
minister to build on the foundation of Christ Jesus to the 
glory of God.

We were not intending to move away from the 
Bendigo Diocese, but the Lord has had His say. Our new 
ministry is in Port Lincoln in the Willochra Diocese, an 
unfamiliar location some distance from family and friends. 
We have been greatly encouraged by the many BCA 
supporters who have committed to keep praying for us, 
with the promise of a few visits as well. We will miss the 
BCA family but as we know, once you are a part of it, 
you are always a part of it. And you never know what will 
happen in the years to come…

Steve Weickhardt

But BCA is not just 
about red dust, 
but about gospel 
proclamation to 
all Australians. The 
outback towns 
need to hear 
of Jesus Christ, 
crucified and risen, 
and so do the new 
bush towns where 
the church has 
struggled to adapt 
to tree-changers 
(and sea-changers)
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What a privilege 

Asked to reflect on 10 years with BCA 
in Wickham, there is just one word 
really – ‘privilege’. In the year of BCA’s 
Centenary, when we remember the paths 
forged by SJ Kirkby and so many others 
on whose shoulders we stand, it is a 
privilege to have played a part. 

In these days of air-conditioning, we 
are certainly not the pioneers that many 
of those early missioners were. Still, the 
challenges at first were many for a ‘city-
fied’ family. But no matter how great the 
challenges, it only exposed us to greater 
privilege. The opportunity to serve the 
wonderful people of Wickham, Roebourne 
and Pt Samson has left us with an infinite 
number of faces and stories imprinted on 
our hearts. 

The Lord’s rich blessing of the 
‘chaplaincy’ we established upon arriving, 
has seen a town that had managed to 
remove almost all consciousness of God, 
exposed to the word, life, and love of God 
in Christ. Even though the church here has 
been small for much of our time, it has 
been a privilege to see the ministry build the 
Kingdom elsewhere. 

As our largest congregations developed 
at BBQ Church and through general 
ministry, the chaplaincy needed far more 
than our small team. Time and energy 
meant that the ministry had to focus on the 
housing area (the Bronx), and yet we have 
been so grateful for the incredible support 
the whole community has continued to  
give us.

We have undoubtedly received more 
than we have given. To be allowed into 
the lives of those who had every right to 
reject us; to see those who disdained us as 
they stood in solidarity with their ill-treated 
forbears, broken open by love; resisting 
bolts to faith loosened by kindness; and the 
revelation of a desperate desire for Jesus – 
Lord you have given too much. 

How grateful we have been for the 
prayers of so many who have partnered 
with us in the gospel here – not knowing 
fully but led by the Spirit who knows 
completely. Another privilege indeed. And 
of the 10 years here, Dusty Boots Teams 
from Youthworks College have come on 
seven occasions. So many exposed to the 
context, culture, clarification, and most 
of all, our Indigenous brothers and sisters 
who make me weep with thankfulness for 
the way the genuineness of their faith is 
revealed when you see the bitterness that 
has given way to forgiveness, gratitude and 
love. I preached on endurance in my last 
talk at the Aboriginal Church in Roebourne. 

Prayers at BBQ Church 
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What a privilege 

“Me, Lord”, I said, “preach on 
endurance, to them!?” They are 
the ones who have taught me 
about endurance and inspired 
me daily by their perseverance 
in the face of so much. The 
Lord has given us a hundred-
fold on what we had hoped for 
with our First Nations People 
when we came.

And to see another of them 
receive the Lord in Roebourne 
Regional Prison; to see the 
fervour and desire to share with their 
communities when they are out ‘what the 
Lord has done for them’, will keep me 
praying daily and hourly, long after we have 
left this amazing ancient land of the Pilbara.

When folk think of the Pilbara, they 
only tend to think of the mining, the 
endless pursuit of wealth in a land where 
the most precious resource – people made 
in the image of God – can be treated so 
expendably. But give thanks, that Christ is 

the Lord of His church and lover 
of the lost, and He is raising 
up servants who will take the 
gospel to the many here who 
‘do not know their right from 
their left’. We leave the Warth 
family here with the baton. Pray 
the Lord will bring others to join 
them, for this is not a land for 
‘lone rangers’. All who venture 
here will be privileged.

Rich Goscombe

How grateful we 
have been for 
the prayers of so 
many who have 
partnered with us 
in the gospel here 
– not knowing 
fully but led by the 
Spirit who knows 
completely

From August to November Rich and 
Tracy will visit supporter churches in 
NSW to talk about their time in the 
Pilbara and BCA’s mission. If you would 
like the Goscombes to visit your church 
contact the BCA National Office on  
02 9262 5017.

Kevin & Rich
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Our new Field Staff in 
Bendigo and Echuca – 
Trevor Bell and Jacob 
Kelly were commissioned 
to serve with BCA on our 
Centenary Sunday  
26 May at the Cathedral 
in Bendigo. 

There to commission 
them was our Victorian 
Regional Office Adrian 
Lane along with the Bishop 
of Bendigo The Revd 
Matt Brain and former 
Archdeacon and Vicar 
General of Bendigo and 
now BCA National Director 
Greg Harris. 

New Field Staff commissioned 

Adrian Lane, Trevor Bell, Jacob Kelly, Matt Brain and Greg Harris 
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September
Matthew Hasler
Toby Nunn
William Hoffman
Sarah Combe
Wesley Hoffman
Alan Sherwood
Nathan Davies
Danie Shepherd
Grace Hasler
Levi Brain
Thomas Brain
Myles Riley
Thomas Corcoran
Ethan Johns

October
Taylah Cordina
Jada Baggow
Josh Davey
M & S Nicol
Caitlin Bouwmeester
Luke Piper
Toby Hollis
Michar Michar
Joel Hodges
Emily Tongue
Annabelle Nelson
Annika Cayzer
Edward Clements
Mikalee Barton

November
Samuel Marshall
Oliver Phelps
Asher Stanley
Alexander Lane
Ellie Reber
Zoe Lamplough
Samuel Jackson
Cameron Appleby
Lami Nunn

Happy Birthday to everyone born in September, 
October and November! All of us at BCA for Kids wish 
you God’s richest blessings on your special day. 
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We have had a BCA box on top of our 
fridge for a few years now, putting our 
coins in it and then taking it to church 
for collection.

Our eight year old son Noah’s 
contribution to the BCA box started in 
January this year. He had found a Lego 
set that he really wanted when we were 
walking through Target one day. As it was 
quite a large set and not near his birthday 
or Christmas we explained that he wouldn’t 
get it immediately. Considering his age and 
the fact this could be a teaching moment, 
my husband Jonathan and I suggested he 
could lay-by it and complete jobs for us to 
pay it off himself. As we were in the middle 
of moving out, demolishing our house and 
moving into a rental property with much 
work to do, we knew there would be many 
opportunities for him to make some money.

Noah started his jobs by scraping mould 
off our fence, unpacking boxes, moving 
shed equipment and wood planks. Once 
he received his first pay, Jonathan sat 
down and explained how now that he was 

Noah and  
the BCA box

earning money he could give some away 
to help those who needed it. He then 
explained how God asks his family to give 
away 10 per cent of what they earn as a 
way of saying thank you and being grateful 
for what we have. Noah looked on top of 
the fridge and chose the BCA box to be the 
recipient of 10 per cent of his earnings.

Months went by and Noah worked hard, 
each time he received his money, he put a 
portion into the BCA box and then went 
into Target with the remainder. 

One Friday, he and his brother, Jedidiah, 
decided to collect up the macadamia nuts 
from a tree in our yard and sell them out 
the front on the footpath. They were “Five 
cents each or FREE if you are poor”. Three 
hours went by and they had made over $13. 
Assuming he would put it towards his Lego, 
we asked Noah and Jedidiah what they 
were going to do with the money. With no 
time spent pondering at all, they both said 
they wanted to put all the money into the 
BCA box, “to the churches that don’t have 
much money”. There was no discussion, 
they got up from the table, put the money 
in the box and walked out. 

Jonathan and I were so very proud,  
we explained to them how God would  
be so proud and would bless them for  
their generosity. 

A week later, Noah went to Target with 
his Grammy to collect some pyjamas for 
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Puzzle

his sister. While they were there Grammy 
noticed that they had a sale on Lego and 
enquired about whether this would be 
applicable to the Lego Noah had on lay-by. 
Miraculously it did and the exact amount 
that was outstanding from Noah’s account 
was the exact amount that would come off 
with the discount – $30!!

Smiling from ear to ear, Noah ran out to 
the car holding up his Lego to my surprise 
exclaiming “God paid off the rest of my 
Lego, for me!” 

What a blessed boy, I know that 
Noah and the rest of us in the family will 
remember Noah’s generosity (and his 
brother’s) and the encouragement from God 
for a long time to come.

Jackie Bowman

I G E C X D

K H P W V Y

H X R Y M T

F L Z E K C

D T Q H O E

N J W S U B

Jesus said, “I am ___ ___ ___

___ ___ ___ ___    ___ ___ ___ ___

1    2    3

4    5    6   7 8    9   10   11

Do you know where this verse is located?

____________________________________

1. S ççé = ___

2. G êêç = ___

3. L èééé = ___

4. O ééè = ___

5. F èèé = ___

6. J èèè = ___

7. V êêç = ___

8. Z éèéè = ___

9. P ççé = ___

10. Q êçç = ___

11. M êêè = ___

For example, F èèê= Q
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I WANT TO BE A MEMBER OF BCA FOR KIDS 
If you are between the ages of 8 & 12, simply fill out the slip below and return to:

BCA FOR KIDS Level 7, 37 York Street Sydney NSW 2000 OR

Email your info to: BCA4Kids@bushchurchaid.com.au

Every member receives a welcome letter, a welcome certificate and a cap. 

Brisbane 

Sydney 

Melbourne 
 

Adelaide 

Lightning Ridge 

Dubbo
Roxby Downs 

Hobart 

Broken Hill

King Island 

Kangaroo Island 
Strathfieldsaye

Perth 

Karratha  

Norfolk Island

Sunraysia Sth 

Narromine

GulargamboneCoober Pedy 

Longreach

Cloncurry

Katherine

Moranbah

Kununurra 

Darwin

Newman 

Paraburdoo and Tom Price

Exmouth

Woolgoolga
Tamworth

BrightonSouthern Beaches
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Break O’Day

BCA MONEY BOXES
Kids give great support to BCA, and 
every dollar you put in the box is a 
dollar across Australia telling people 
about Jesus! Thanks to you wonderful  
young supporters!

Name: __________________________________________________________

Parent/Caregiver: __________________________________________________

Age: _______________________ Birthday: _____________________________

Address: ________________________________________________________

Phone Number: _______________ Boy or Girl: ___________________________

Email: __________________________________________________________

What church do you go to? ___________________________________________
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Bush Parson re-released

As part of our centenary celebrations, 
BCA has republished an expanded 
edition of Leon Morris’ Bush Parson. 
Bush Parson is Morris’ autobiographical 
account of his service as the BCA 
supported minister of the huge and 
challenging Minnipa parish on South 
Australia’s Eyre Peninsula during World 
War II.

Leon and his wife Mildred, a nurse, 
travelled around the parish in a large green 
van named the St Patrick’s Van by its Irish 
donors. The van served as an ambulance, 
clinic, bedroom, kitchen and study for Leon 
and Mildred. 

“This…is my tribute to the big-hearted 
people I met in the outback,” says Leon in 
Bush Parson. “I want to acknowledge my 
debt to so many battlers in their 
very difficult situations. And 
with them I want to link those 
in our cities who are interested 
enough in what is done in this 
vast country to support with 
their prayers and their gifts, 
those who go out to minister to 
their outback cousins.” 

Royalties from the book’s 
sales are being donated to Bush 
Church Aid by the Leon and 
Mildred Morris Foundation. 
Its Chair, The Revd Neil Bach, 
also Leon’s biographer, says: 
“Leon wrote over 50 internationally-
acclaimed theological works, yet only one 
was autobiographical – the one describing 
his service with Bush Church Aid. Whoever 
thought that this ministry would lay 
the foundations for Australia’s greatest 
theological scholar and writer?” 

The book was originally published in 
1995 by Acorn Press. However, when BCA 

Victorian Regional Officer, The 
Revd Adrian Lane, discovered 
it was unobtainable, new or 
used, he approached Acorn 
requesting a new edition. Acorn 
generously agreed to cover all 
pre-publication costs. The new 
centenary edition includes rare 
archival colour photos taken 
from glass negatives found 
in the BCA Archives and the 
Morris Archives in the Ridley 
College Library. 

Bush Parson is available 
for purchase on the BCA website at 
bushchurchaid.com.au/shop or by 
completing the form on page 29 of this 
issue of The Real Australian and mailing it to 
your local BCA Office.

I WANT TO BE A MEMBER OF BCA FOR KIDS 
If you are between the ages of 8 & 12, simply fill out the slip below and return to:

BCA FOR KIDS Level 7, 37 York Street Sydney NSW 2000 OR

Email your info to: BCA4Kids@bushchurchaid.com.au

Every member receives a welcome letter, a welcome certificate and a cap. 
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Break O’Day

BCA MONEY BOXES
Kids give great support to BCA, and 
every dollar you put in the box is a 
dollar across Australia telling people 
about Jesus! Thanks to you wonderful  
young supporters!

Name: __________________________________________________________

Parent/Caregiver: __________________________________________________

Age: _______________________ Birthday: _____________________________

Address: ________________________________________________________

Phone Number: _______________ Boy or Girl: ___________________________

Email: __________________________________________________________

What church do you go to? ___________________________________________

How grateful we 
have been for 
the prayers of so 
many who have 
partnered with us 
in the gospel here 
– not knowing 
fully but led by the 
Spirit who knows 
completely
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After some years with the CIM in China, 
more years at Moore College and time as 
assistant minister at St Paul’s Wahroonga 
with St Stephen’s Normanhurst, my 
sandgroper parents found themselves 
back in WA as BCA missioners in what 
was then quite a sleepy little backwater 
in the south west, Denmark. 
My parents wouldn’t 
recognise it now with its 
soaring trendy real estate 
price tags, and it’s definitely 
not your average BCA 
location these days. 

That was 69 years ago, 
1950. I was six and my little 
brother was four. 

Our arrival in Denmark was 
literally a baptism of fire! It was 
timber milling country, along 
with dairy farming and apple 
orchards, but at that very moment, Denmark 
and environs were engulfed with huge 
bushfires. My first memory of Denmark 
was very thankfully seeing my Dad arrive 
home safely after another day as a volunteer 

firefighter, covered in soot…his first  
ministry assignment. 

Like so many BCA centres, Denmark 
consisted of lots of out centres, not all of 
them had church communities, but most 
of them did. There were no sleepy Sunday 
afternoons to be had. 

Taking the gospel to these tiny 
communities involved the whole 
family as my mother was as 
much the missionary as my 
father, always enterprising in 
her efforts to bring the gospel 
to the local children. Though 
these tiny hamlets didn’t involve 
the vast distances that many 
BCA districts do today, they 
seemed like it at the time. 
Unsealed corrugated roads, 
endless potholes, flat tyres, 
trees across the roads, or being 
bogged… were part of the 

deal, not to mention my mother’s back  
seat driving. 

Not all these little out posts had a church 
building, like so many church plants today 
we often met in school rooms (one teacher 

My BCA Story

My parents love 
for God’s word 
and for all those 
who made up His 
church in such 
isolated spots 
was a wonderful 
example and 
inspiration to my 
brother and me
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schools) or community halls. Sometimes  
the church buildings were shared by  
other denominations. 

When it was Walpole’s turn once a 
month, we would spend the weekend in 
what was called the mission house. The 
very sparse living room would become the 
venue for the Sunday morning service and 
my father would lead the service, play the 
little portable organ and preach. Then in 
the afternoon we’d head out to Nornalup 
(or was it Kentdale or Tingledale?) where 
Dad would repeat his morning routine in 
the school room and Mum would enthral 
the kids with her flannelgraph Bible stories, 
memory verses and of courses CSSM 
choruses. The weekend finished up with 
yet another service with a handful of very 
appreciative people. After a memorable 
farm house tea, we made the long trek 
home in the dark. My parents love for 
God’s word and for all those who made 
up His church in such isolated spots was a 
wonderful example and inspiration to my 
brother and me. 

I now realise we were very poor from  
a worldly point of view, but we children 
never felt that way. Though I now realise 
how much our parents sacrificed, we were 
rich in so many ways, most importantly of 
all, spiritually.

Apart from being part of our parents’ 
ministry in the bush, which was never a 
chore or a bore for us, we had the added 
bonus of exploring the wonders of God’s 
gorgeous creation in that fascinating part of 
His world.

There were so many more highlights 
of our few years with BCA in Denmark, 
but perhaps the funniest was the day my 
four-year old brother disappeared. I’m not 
sure how long he was missing but my 
frantic parents’ fears were quickly allayed 

My BCA Story

with a phone call from a neighbour. He 
hadn’t gone very far, only a few doors away, 
armed with a BCA money box, collecting 
for ‘missions’. But the piece de resistance 
was his explanation in private. “I said it 
was for mission but it’s really so we can 
buy a fridge!” We only had a meat safe. 
Needless to say that fridge didn’t materialise 
until several years later in another part of 
Australia and the contents of the box did go 
to BCA!

It is with enormous gratitude to God 
that I recall those days with BCA. Dad was 
the last BCA missioner in Denmark, but my 
parents continued to have a real heart for 
BCA’s vison to reach the bush for Jesus. 
Praise God for those who under Him first 
carried through that vision 100 years ago. 
What a blessing to be part of that heritage. 

Marion Bennett 
(Daughter of Missioners Jack and  
Maisie Johnston)

Photos above and top left: Jack and Maisie Johnston 
with their kids Marion and Robert
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100 voices for 100 years of BCA

Gathering 100 singers from churches 
across Canberra and Yass to rehearse and 
perform is no mean feat, but that is just 
what choir leader Maneerat Jeerapaet 
did to celebrate 100 years of BCA.

On Sunday 18 May, 100 voices rang 
out for 100 years of Bush Church Aid at 
St John’s Church Hall in Canberra. The 
group performed eight songs to a capacity 
audience, and according to one parishioner 
the hall had never been so full. 

“I hadn’t expected much would be 
raised because the ticket price was only $5 
each and $10 for a family of four,” says 
Maneerat. “The objective of our project 
is to show unity in Christ regardless of 
denomination and race but not only was 
that objective achieved, we also raised 
$3100. Praise be to God!”

Songs performed included Amazing 
Grace, A New Commandment and Road 
to Zion but according to Lyle Baker who 
filmed the event, the song Bless Australia is 
of particular interest. “Maneerat developed 

the lyrics based on the old sacred song Bless 
This House. It was poignant that the event 
happened to be held on election day since 
Maneerat’s lyrics include the lines: “Bless the 
leaders, oh Lord we pray. Give them your 
wisdom day by day.”

Churches and groups represented in 
the choir were St Ninian’s Uniting Church, 
St Simon’s Anglican Church, St Barnabas’ 
Anglican Church, Zimbabwean Methodist 
Church, Indonesian Choir St Andrew’s 
Presbyterian, Vietnamese Evangelical Church 
(of Australia) – ACT, St Francis Xavier 
Catholic Church, St Matthew’s Catholic 
Church, Canberra Baptist Church, Canberra 
Reformed Church, St Vincent’s Catholic 
Church, Reformed Church of Canberra, 
Rivett, Church of Christ – Nation Heart, 
Yass Valley Voice, St Paul’s Anglican Church 
(Ginninderra), Spence Choral group and 
Dinka (South Sudanese). 

A DVD and CD of the event has been 
produced. If you would like to find out  
more contact the National Office on  
02 9262 5017.
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ULTIMATE OUTBACK 
PILGRIMAGE

Darwin to Perth 
28 days 

Commencing 7 August 2020

INSPIRING TOP END
Darwin to Broome

15 days
Commencing 7 August 2020

JEWELS OF THE NORTH WEST
18 days

Broome to Perth
Commencing 18 August 2020

For itineraries and bookings call 1800 635 358  
or visit christianfellowshiptours.com

Christian Fellowship Tours are running three BCA tours in  
North West Australia in August 2020. 

Each holiday will be led by a Christian tour leader and you will have the 
opportunity to meet BCA Field Staff and enjoy daily devotions and local 

worship while basking in the beauty of this amazing part of God’s creation. 

2020 North West 
Australia Tours
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From the Archives – Edith Reece

One thing which set BCA apart from 
many other Christian organisations in the 
early part of the twentieth century was 
that they saw women as equal partners 
in the work of proclaiming the gospel. 
From the very first days, women were 
seen as perfectly capable of travelling, 
teaching and maintaining car engines as 
any man! 

A very early BCA Missioner was 
Deaconess Edith Reece. Miss Reece was 
a lady of independent means who lived a 
comfortable but godly life, working with 
teenage girls at her church on the south 
coast of England. In 1924, she applied 
to the Colonial and Continental Church 
Society to go to Australia to work with 
BCA. “My health is perfect.” she said on 
her application. Her desire to work in the 
colonies sprang from “the need for workers 
there, and now that circumstances have 
left me free to choose my sphere of work I 
prefer not to waste my remaining years in 
learning a language but would rather go to 
English speaking people.” Edith Reece was 
54 years old. 

Taking her at her word, that she was 
“quite prepared for a rough life”, she was 
sent to Cann River, where she lived in a 
tent, the better to minister to the wives 
and children of forestry workers. In 1926, 
she decided that the area needed a church 
building, so she donated the funds for it to 
be built. It was dedicated on 29 February 
1928. Miss Reece continued to minister in 
the Cann River area (in a tiny split-railing 
house) until 1933 when she returned to 
England at the age of 63. She retired to 
an idyllic cottage near Lewes in Kent, but 
lost her life when her cottage suffered a 
direct hit from a German bomb during the 
blitz of World War II. The little church still 
stands…”right at the Cann River junction…

not only continually before the eyes of the 
population over a very large area, but…
passed every year by thousands of tourists 
and other travellers.” These words of the 
Bishop of Gippsland who was so thrilled 
with Miss Reece’s offer, have proven to be 
correct. More than that, the little building 
stands as a continued memorial to the very 
gracious lady who came out from England 
so that the last years of her life would not 
be wasted.

Robyn Powell

NEVER TOO FAR, 
NEVER TOO FEW
1 0 0  Y E A R S  O F  B U S H  C H U R C H  A I D

Robyn Powell

This extract was taken from Never too 
Far, Never too Few – 100 years of Bush 
Church Aid. You can purchase a copy of 
this book at bushchurchaid.com.au/shop 
or by completing the form on page 29 
of this issue of The Real Australian and 
mailing it to your local BCA Office. 
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WELCOME
Greg & Karen Harris are 
the newest members of 
the BCA family. Greg 
was commissioned as 
the new BCA National 
Director on Monday 12 

August at St Philip’s Church Hill Anglican. 
Greg spent the last 12 years as the Rector 
of South East Bendigo Anglican Parish. He 
was also Archdeacon and Vicar General of 
the Diocese. He remains a member of the 
General Synod Standing Committee.

FAREWELL
After serving in the 
combined Anglican 
and Uniting Church of 
Strathfieldsaye in Victoria 
since January 2011, Steve 
& Vanessa Weickhardt 

conclude their time with BCA on Sunday 1 
September. Steve has accepted a positon 
as the Anglican Parish Priest in Port Lincoln, 
South Australia. 

Rich & Tracy Goscombe 
have concluded their 
time as BCA Field Staff 
after 10 years serving in 
Wickham, Roebourne and 
Pt Samson in North West 

Australia. The Goscombes have moved back 
to regional New South Wales where they 
continue to do God’s work. 

ON THE MOVE
After serving in Exmouth 
for the past five years, 
Frank & Jo Nicol together 
with their children Lydia, 
Eli and Silas moved to 
Karratha in August to 

take up the vacant Field Staff position there. 
Frank and Jo hope to work well with the 

group of people in the church there and 
reach out to this busy mining town with the 
good news of Jesus.  

VALE
Bruce Chapman  
(1 September 1968 –  
7 May 2019) served 
with Bush Church Aid 
as the Northern Territory 
Diocesan Youth Minister 

for 11 years. He was so grateful for the 
opportunity to serve our gracious God 
and thanked Him every day for the great 
privilege. Bruce was called home after a 
three year battle with melanoma and leaves 
behind his wife Jodi, children Matthew, 
Laura, Felicity and Oliver as well as his 
parents, brothers and their families. 

The Revd Edwin Charles 
White “Charlie” (June 
1940 – April 2019) served 
with BCA in the parishes 
of Menindee-Wilcannia 
NSW (1968–1970) and 

Kambalda WA (1972–1973). Charlie was a 
much loved husband, father, grandfather, 
great-grandfather and brother.

Lindsay Whybrow (29 
July 1950 – 21 July 2019) 
and his wife Carolyn 
served with BCA in 
Hillston, NSW from 2007–
2016. Lindsay suffered 

a stroke just before they completed their 
term there in 2016, and after eight months 
of rehabilitation in hospital moved closer 
to family in Uralla. Lindsay leaves behind 
his wife Carolyn, their children Amanda, 
Stephanie, Colin and Lesley, their spouses 
and children.

Post & Rails
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Councillor’s Column

Very early in my life I developed a 
love for the people of rural Australia. 
Communities in these areas 
undergo hardships and 
challenges that are unknown 
to most city dwellers. My 
heart is for Christians in rural 
and remote areas; that they 
enjoy the very best Christian 
teaching, fellowship and 
pastoral care and that the 
gospel reaches many that 
don’t know Christ.  

I first heard about Bush 
Church Aid as a lad attending 
St Stephen’s Willoughby, on the 
lower North Shore of Sydney, 
which supported Bush Church Aid. Reg 
Piper was a young curate there and it was 
under his discipleship that I started my 
Christian journey.  

After completing a marketing degree 
at UNSW I started my career in consumer 
marketing, working for several Australian 
and multi-national companies. The highlight 
of my career was introducing Old El Paso 

Mexican food into Australia. Later in my 
career I worked for several Christian not-
for profit organisations in roles including 
Business Manager at Scripture Union NSW.

I married Julia in my early 20’s and 
moved to Pennant Hills. There we had three 
children and enjoyed active fellowship at St 
Matthew’s West Pennant Hills. I became an 
active supporter of BCA after watching a 
video on BCA’s ministry to the outback.

It was upon my retirement that my 
interest in caravanning and commitment 
to BCA came together. Julia and I bought 
a caravan and became BCA Nomads. Our 
desire is to support outback ministries. Our 
trips are planned to ensure that we visit 
BCA Field Staff and spend quality time with 
them. There are often jobs to do but we 
feel that our time together and dinners out 

are what provide the greatest 
encouragement and support. 
We are planning a trip to Roxby 
Downs later this year with 
another Nomad couple;  
we look forward to meeting 
the McDonald family and 
offering practical help and 
good comradery.  

A few years ago I was 
invited to join the NSW/ ACT 
Committee and in 2018 I joined 
the BCA National Council. My 
desire is to use my commercial 
and fundraising background, 
my first-hand knowledge of 

BCA as a Nomad and my passion for the 
gospel, to further the work of BCA. 

Supporting BCA ‘going the distance’ in 
taking the message of Christ to Australians 
in rural and outback locations is one of the 
best things about being retired.

Geoff Williams  

ORDERS MUST BE RECEIVED BY FRIDAY 6 DECEMBER 2019

My heart is for 
Christians in rural 
and remote areas; 
that they enjoy 
the very best 
Christian teaching, 
fellowship and 
pastoral care and 
that the gospel 
reaches many that 
don’t know Christ
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Order for Christmas

BBCA 017B Discounted 2018 Designs

Pack of 6 – 2 each of 3 designs $4/pack

Newcastle Pudding Lady Traditional Christmas Pudding  
Suitable for microwave

BBCA 312B 500g Pudding $30 BBCA 313B 1kg Pudding $45
 

Christmas Puddings

Newcastle Pudding Lady Plum  
Pudding Log  
Wrapped in calico and suitable for 
diabetics/coeliacs in controlled portions; gluten free

BBCA 314B 500g $32 

Newcastle Pudding Lady Christmas Cake 

BBCA 315B

700g Cake $40 

Christmas Cards

ORDERS MUST BE RECEIVED BY FRIDAY 6 DECEMBER 2019

BBCA 016B New Designs for 2019

Pack of 6 – 2 each of 3 designs $5/pack
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A special Centenary reprint of Leon & 
Mildred Morris’ story of faithful service 
in the Australian outback during World 
War II.

 BCA 103   $19.95 

Postage and handling $8.50 

BCA Centenary Catalogue

Bush Parson

 BCA 018  Banjo Bilby  $15

Never Too Far, Never Too Few: 
100 Years of Bush Church Aid

This hard cover coffee table book, written 
by Christian writer Robyn Powell looks back 
at the various ministries of BCA over the 
past 100 years. 

 BCA 138  Book $40 

 Postage and handling $8.50

NEVER TOO FAR, 
NEVER TOO FEW
1 0 0  Y E A R S  O F  B U S H  C H U R C H  A I D

Robyn Powell
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BCA Centenary Catalogue Order form

Please complete this merchandise order form

Your purchase helps gospel work across Australia

Please deliver to:

Revd / Mr / Mrs / Miss / Ms       First name  

Last name

Address 

 Postcode

Email Telephone

Supporter number* (if available)

*Supporter number (can be found above your name on the back cover of this magazine) 

We will be pleased to deliver your order to any number of destinations but ask  

that you include $8.50 per delivery address. 

Orders can also be placed by visiting our website bushchurchaid.com.au

BCA Code Description Qty $ Total

Sub-Total

Packaging and delivery $8.50 per order

Total

I would like to pay by:
 Cheque/Money Order         Credit card – please complete details below

 Mastercard Visa  American Express

 Name on credit card _________________________________________________ 

 Credit card number

 Expires on ________________Signature _________________________________
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BCA Field Staff make Christ known across the length and breadth of our country, but they 
can’t do it alone. Bush Church Aid’s Distance Giving Program is your opportunity to walk 
alongside them.

The Distance Giving Program gives you the opportunity to support our Field Staff on a 
regular basis. You will share their journey through monthly giving & prayer, and receive 
special updates on how your support is making a difference.

Yes, I would like to partner with our Field Staff through BCA’s  
Distance Giving Program with a monthly donation

 $20  $30  $50  $100  Other: __________

Credit card

 Mastercard   Visa   American Express

Name on credit card ______________________________________________________

 
Credit card number    

Expires on ____________________ Signature __________________________________

Other ways to give:
Online bushchurchaid.com.au/distance • Phone 02 9262 5017

Direct Deposit Westpac BSB 032 008 Account 000706

Donations can be made directly into our bank account. PLEASE use your supporter 

number as a reference for direct deposit.  

 

My details

Revd / Dr / Mr / Mrs / Miss / Ms       First name  

Last name

Address

 Postcode

Email Telephone

Supporter number* (if available)

*Supporter number (can be found above your name on the back cover of this magazine) 

Distance Giving Program
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Yes, I would like to help share the gospel and provide care to reach 
Australia for Christ.

Enclosed is my gift of $ ____________________________to BCA’s ministry

I would like to give by:

 Cheque/Money Order   Credit card – please complete details below

          Mastercard  Visa  American Express

Name on credit card _____________________________________________________

 
Credit card number    

Expires on ____________________ Signature __________________________________

 I would like to donate to General Ministry OR

 I would like a tax deduction

  (A tax-deductible gift can only be directed to a narrow range of ministry areas)

Other ways to give:
Online bushchurchaid.com.au/donate • Phone 02 9262 5017

Direct Deposit Westpac BSB 032 008 Account 000706

Donations can be made directly into our bank account. PLEASE use your supporter 

number as a reference for both direct deposit and BPAY (or, for anonymous 

donations, the reference ANON followed by the first letter of your State).  

 

My details

Revd / Dr / Mr / Mrs / Miss / Ms          First name  

Last name

Address

 Postcode

Email Telephone

Supporter number* (if available)

*Supporter number (can be found above your name on the back cover of this magazine) 

I would like to receive:
 The Real Australian magazine & Prayer Notes

 A money box for my donations 

 Information about how I can support BCA through my Will

Donation Form

BILLER CODE

88203
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